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should we use them?
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IDENTITY

•  What’s the best gift you’ve ever received? Why is it your favorite? How much have you used it after 
receiving it?

•  What’s your least favorite gift? Why didn’t you like it? How much did you use it?

WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT IT:
There’s a scene in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis where Father Christmas 
(the British version of Santa Claus) meets some young children and gives them gifts. These gifts are 
not meant for fun; they are tools the children will need for the challenges they will face. The oldest 
children, Peter and Susan, are given weapons to use in battle. Peter receives a sword and shield, and 
Susan gets a bow, arrows, and a small distress horn. Lucy, the youngest, is given a bottle of liquid with 
the power to heal. I don’t know about you, but if I were Lucy, I would be disappointed. I’d probably ask 
if I could trade my bottle for something a bit flashier—a sword or a bow. But by the end of the story, 
Lucy’s healing liquid proves just as essential as her siblings’ weapons.
 
Spiritual gifts are similar. But what exactly are spiritual gifts? They are supernatural abilities and skills 
that God gives his children in order to serve in his kingdom. As you read about Spiritual Gifts in 1 
Corinthians, remember that God is the source of these spiritual gifts. Some of these gifts may appear 
more exciting than others, but none should be viewed as something lame like getting pajamas for 
Christmas. Each spiritual gift is an important tool for doing the necessary work of furthering Christ’s 
kingdom.
 
Back when the church was just getting started, the people who lived in Corinth were perplexed by 
these spiritual gifts. People were doing amazing things, but they didn’t understand why. They probably 
argued with each other about which spiritual gift was most important and placed more value on some 
than others. As you read the passage, pay attention to the purpose of the spiritual gifts Paul chooses 
to focus on.
 
Read: 1 Corinthians 12
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Answer:
•  How would you feel if you received Lucy’s gift and not Peter’s or Susan’s? Would you be happy as a 

healer and not a fighter?

•  According to the passage you read, what is the purpose of spiritual gifts?

•  What happens when we don’t value each other’s gifts?
 

A SECOND LOOK:
Lisa and Alissa were college roommates who lived in downtown Chicago while they attended Moody 
Bible Institute. They had some friends visiting from out of town, which meant they were acting as tour 
guides and visiting all the famous Chicago sites. One of the necessary stops in any Chicago visit is 
dinner at a Chicago deep-dish pizzeria, in this case Giordano’s. But deep-dish 
pizza isn’t like ordinary pizza. A single piece is equal to about three slices of any other type of 
pizza. No matter how many times Lisa and Alissa explained this fact, their friends still ordered 
more than they could possibly eat. So an hour later, a bag with two boxes of leftover pizza went out the 
door with Lisa.
 
On the walk back to campus, Lisa and Alissa were approached by a homeless man named Curt. He 
stood with his hands in his pockets and asked them for some help. Knowing that two boxes of pizza 
would go a long way, Lisa offered the leftovers. Curt gratefully and awkwardly accepted the boxes. 
Lisa and Alissa watched him struggle to hold on the pizza and saw that Curt didn’t have thumbs. It 
was painful to watch him untie the bag, open the boxes, and hold the pizza. Everything he did required 
extra work. As they talked, Alissa imagined Curt trying to eat a meal with a fork and knife, type, write a 
simple note, or even tie his shoes. He had been born without thumbs, and everything he did took extra 
effort. Sure, he could overcome a lot of these obstacles with extra time or extra help, but there were 
some things he would never do as well as someone with 10 fingers.
 
Answer: 
• What kinds of things do you think Curt missed out on because he didn’t have thumbs?

• Have you ever broken a bone or had surgery? What difference did it make in your daily life?
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•  What happens to the body of Christ (the church) when a single person doesn’t use his or her spiritu-
al gifts?

• What keeps you from using your spiritual gifts?

 
RATE IT:
Give yourself a 1 to 5 rating. Do you know your spiritual gifts? 
 

Or
 
Give yourself a 1 to 5 rating. How comfortable are you with using your spiritual gifts  
for God’s kingdom?  

 

APPLY IT:
Write down one way you are going to apply what you 
now know about spiritual gifts. Think of something you 
can do this week in order to use or learn more about 
your spiritual gifts.
 
Be specific:
What are you going to do?
When are you going to do it?
Is there someone who can keep you accountable?
 

THINK ABOUT IT:
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for  
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we  
should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10)
 

SIN: Cause and Effect RESCUE

1 3 5
I don’t know my 
spiritual gifts.

I don’t know for sure, 
but I have a pretty 

good idea of what my 
spiritual gifts may be.

I know my spiritual gifts 
because I use them regularly 

and others in the church 
have affirmed them.

1 3 5
I don’t think I have a 

gift that can benefit the 
church in a tangible way. 

I don’t have a chance 
to use my spiritual 
gifts regularly, but 

I’d like to.

I regularly serve in 
areas that utilize my 

spiritual gifts.
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