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IMAGE OF GOD: Why do I matter?
Student Guide

IDENTITY

•  What’s your favorite thing about yourself? What’s the one thing that makes you stand out from the 
crowd?

•  How would you feel if that thing was taken away from you tomorrow? Would you still feel valuable? 
Why or why not?

 
WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT IT:
Have you ever stressed over finding the perfect Facebook profile picture? It represents you—your 
personality, charisma, and charm—to the social media world. It’s your ambassador to people who don’t 
know you well in person. They will make all kinds of assumptions about you solely based on that im-
age. Are you trendy? Do you care too much about your looks (or too little)? Do you have friends in the 
picture with you, showing that you’re a fun person? If pictures say a thousand words, then you should 
choose those words carefully.
 
But how well does your picture represent who you actually are? A little makeup here, a little Photoshop 
there—some people even steal pictures of models for their profile pictures to appear more attractive. 
Obviously, that’s not representing the real “you.”
 
When God wanted to represent himself to the world, he decided to make human beings his ambas-
sadors. The Bible says, “God created man in his own image,” (Gen. 1:27). We’re his Facebook profile 
pictures! And every single person, no matter how smart or poor or good or evil, still represents him. In 
Psalm 139:14 David says, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” We reveal God because we are his 
craftsmanship. Our Creator’s fingerprints are all over us.
 
But just like a Photoshopped profile picture, we don’t always represent God well. Our sinful nature 
disfigures God’s image in us. How could unholy people ever represent a holy God? Thankfully, one 
man lived a holy life: Jesus. He perfectly represented God to the world and fully embodied God’s 
image (Col. 1:15). By making him the Lord of our lives, we are made holy in God’s eyes and his image 
in us is restored. And by trying to live like Jesus, we can represent God better to the world. That’s why 
we were created. It’s our fundamental purpose, and it gives our lives value and meaning.
  
Read: Mark 5:24–34
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Answer: 
•  This woman was ignored and avoided by everyone for 12 years. Why do you think Jesus  

makes a point of singling her out in the crowd?

•  Society said that this woman had no value or dignity. What name does Jesus use to address her? 
How do you think she felt after he called her that?

•  How do you think the woman felt about herself before she met Jesus? What about after he  
met and healed her?

 

A SECOND LOOK:
When a man sat down with his family to play a board game one night, he was unaware that he would 
soon become a millionaire. No, he wasn’t playing Monopoly. His casual game of Masterpiece, a board 
game about fine art, was cut short when he noticed an image that looked surprisingly similar to the 
painting hanging in his home. The one covering a hole in his wall. The one he’d purchased for next to 
nothing from a furniture store.
 
Turns out, he’d stumbled upon “Magnolias on Gold Velvet Cloth,” a painting by 19th-century American 
painter Martin Johnson Heade, worth $1.25 million. He had treated the painting as ordinary and insig-
nificant, but when he learned who created it, he realized the painting was unbelievably valuable. And 
that’s not the first time a painting by Heade was accidentally undervalued. In 1996 “Magnolia Blos-
soms on Blue Velvet,” purchased at an estate sale for $100, was sold for $937,500. And a decade 
earlier, a man bought Heade’s “Two Magnolias on Blue Plush” at a rummage sale for $29 and sold it 
for $882,500.
 
Sounds crazy, right? We’d like to think that we would never be oblivious enough to neglect something 
so valuable. But we do it every day. Look at yourself—what gives you pride in yourself? Your talents and 
abilities? The friends you surround yourself with? How you look? How you act? The number of likes you 
get on a Facebook post? These things don’t make you valuable at the deepest level. The paintings were 
valuable because of who made them, and the same is true of you. No matter what you do, you will always 
be extraordinarily valuable and loved by God. You will never be worthless.
 
The same goes for other people. Every time we disregard, disrespect, or talk about other people as 
if they’re insignificant, we ignore the fact that they were made to reflect God to the world. In other 
words, each time you treat people poorly or ignore them entirely, you disrespect God and you trash 
what he made beautiful, (Matt. 25:40).
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Answer:
•  What made these paintings so valuable? Why didn’t their owners think they were  

worth more originally?

•  What are the reasons we treat people as worthless or ordinary, like these paintings before they were 
“discovered?” 

•  Who are some of the people in your life who have been belittled or devalued? How do they deserve 
to be treated?

 
RATE IT: Personal Value Give yourself a 1 to 5 rating. How do you measure your value? 

 
Or
 
RATE IT: Value of Others Give yourself a 1 to 5 rating. How often do you dignify other people? 
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1 3 5
I feel worthless because 
I can’t live up to other 
people’s expectations. 

I feel valuable right now 
because I’m talented in 
several areas and other 

people like me.

I know I’m always valuable 
because I’m created by God 

in his image.

1 3 5
Never. I regularly treat 

other people like they’re 
worthless. 

Sometimes. I usually 
ignore people who 

are outcasts or seem 
strange.

Most of the time. I go 
out of my way to treat 

everyone with the respect 
they deserve.
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APPLY IT:
Think of one person you go to school with who is undervalued by other students. Think of something 
you can do this week to give that person dignity or to show him or her value.
 
Be specific:
What are you going to do?
When are you going to do it?
Is there someone who can keep you accountable?

THINK ABOUT IT:
“We remember not to consider men’s evil intention but  
to look upon the image of God in them, which cancels  
and effaces their transgressions, and with its beauty  
and dignity allures us to love and embrace them.”  
–John Calvin
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THIS WEEK I WILL...


