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SALVATION: How does being saved make a  
difference in my life today?
Facilitator’s Guide

RESCUE

OVERVIEW:
Being saved doesn’t mean we get ushered into a giant waiting room in which we sit around and twid-
dle our thumbs until the big day when we can go to heaven. When we become followers of Christ, 
we’re assigned a mission to fulfill here and now. In this lesson, students will hear about that mission 
and will be challenged to make it a part of their lives on a daily basis. The story of Stanley Williams 
serves as a dramatic example of how the work of God requires people to redefine their mission for 
life. The story from John 9 of the blind man exemplifies the enthusiasm students should have for their 
mission, and how that mission often flows out of an encounter with Jesus.

OPENING QUESTIONS:
• Have other people ever depended on you to complete a major task? If so, what was it?
• Were you able to complete that task? Why or why not?

WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT IT:
You are a prisoner of war, captured by an evil enemy. They’ve made your life miserable for months. 
They don’t let you sleep and you barely eat. But worst of all, you are about to be executed. You are 
blindfolded, marched out to a courtyard, and tied to a pole. “Any last words?” asks a gruff voice. You 
shake your head. The voice yells out, “Ready… Aim…” Your head jerks up at the sound of helicop-
ters. It’s a rescue mission! An elite team of commandos swoops in to untie you. They escort you back 
to a safe location, where you celebrate the success of the mission with your rescuers. You are over-
whelmed with relief and gratitude. Once you’ve had a chance to recover, you’re approached by a com-
manding officer. He has an assignment for you. He needs you to lead more rescue operations, just like 
the one that saved you. With the memory of your imprisonment and that evil enemy fresh on your mind, 
what would you do? How would you answer?
 
If you’re like most people, you’d jump at the chance to join the mission. Who cares about the details? 
You want to help people in the same way you were helped. But instead, imagine someone in that exact 
position who says, “No. Actually I’d prefer to watch TV and maybe enjoy some time at the beach.” This 
kind of thing happens all the time. People who were told the story of Jesus, people who were saved 
at the highest cost possible refuse to go out of their way to help save those who need it. Here’s the 
thing: you are not just saved for heaven. You are also saved for a mission here on earth. We aren’t 
just saved to sit around waiting for the heavenly vacation at the end of life. Today you’re going to read 
about a man who had an experience with Jesus, and instead of sitting around after that encounter, he 
got to work sharing the good news.
 
Read: John 9
 

LEADER’S NOTE: Verse 22 refers to one of the possible consequences for acknowledging Jesus 
as the Son of God. Excommunication would have been a very big deal, affecting every part of their 
life. It would be like being shunned.
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Discuss:
•  What do you think you would do if you experienced what the blind man experienced?
•   You may not have had your blindness healed by Jesus, but have you had an encounter with Jesus 

that is worth sharing with others?
•   Why do you think the young man’s parents don’t want to speak for him? What was the conse-

quence of confessing Jesus to be the Christ?
•   What does it show about the blind man that he was willing to speak about Jesus despite the con-

sequences?

A SECOND LOOK:
Stanley Williams had a rough childhood. His dad left him and his mom, and he spent most of his child-
hood on the streets of Los Angeles. He gained some recognition by winning street fights, and before 
long his identity was tied to his success in crime and bodybuilding. But that wasn’t enough. He wanted 
more. This led him to found the Crips, a vicious gang. Along the way, Williams changed into someone 
who was deliberately cruel and violent. He became known for attacking members of rival gangs and 
random, innocent bystanders. Before long, his life of drug use and crime caught up with him. He was 
convicted of murder and sentenced to death. 

But his story doesn’t end there. While in prison, Stanley Williams had a life-changing conversion 
experience. This led to a new mission for his life: to end gang violence. He wrote eight children’s 
books, hoping to convince children to avoid joining gangs. He also helped create a peace agreement 
between his former gang and their major rival, the Bloods. The story of his life caught the attention 
of a lot of people. The president wrote him a letter, he was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize, and a 
movie was made about him. Despite his transformation and work to spread a message of anti-violence, 
Williams was executed in 2005. However, Williams still leaves a legacy highlighting the power and 
importance of being saved for a mission on earth.1

Discuss:   
•  How important is having a God-given mission for your life? Why?
•  What are some of the things God has in store for people who follow him?
•  How does someone who doesn’t follow Christ view life differently than someone who does?
 

LEADER’S NOTE: This is a great opportunity to ask students some tough questions in a safe en-
vironment. At this point, they’ve learned a lot about God’s rescue mission and redemption story. 
Consider asking students how God’s rescue mission has played out in their own life and if Jesus 
really is Lord of their lives. 

RESCUE SALVATION: How does being saved make a  
 difference  in my life today?
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LIVE IT OUT: Life Mission Statement
While most businesses and organizations have mission statements, few people take the time to write 
their own mission statement that succinctly defines what their life is all about. Take a look at a few ex-
amples from well-known companies, and then write your own personal mission statement. Think about 
putting it on a card you can carry in your pocket or in a wallet. Or you could consider getting it printed 
and framed, perhaps hanging it where you’ll see it often as a reminder of how you’ve been saved for a 
mission on earth.
 
Examples of Mission Statements:

•  Walmart: “Saving people money so they can live better.”
•  Google: “Organize the world’s information and make it universally accessible and useful.”
•  Starbucks: “To inspire and nurture the human spirit—one person, one cup, and one neighborhood 
at a time.”

 
Here are some questions to consider while you write your own mission statement:

•   What is the absolute, most important thing to you?
•  What are some core values or beliefs you can’t compromise?
•    What is a key Bible verse that you find yourself coming back to?
•    What type of impact do you want to have on the world before you die?

 
Sometimes it can be hard to write a mission statement, but give it your best shot. Try to get it down to 
two sentences max. 

LEADER’S NOTE: Having students share their mission statement with the group (or at least with a 
partner) can be a powerful activity. Telling others about it can bring a sense of accountability and 
make it more real or urgent in their lives.
 

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Put your mission statement to the test by answering these questions:
•    Do you think your mission statement accurately reflects your life mission and what you want to be 

known for?
•    Do you think having a mission statement will help you focus on living the kind of life that you want?
•    Does your mission statement reflect compassion and empathy for people who are not saved or 

who are stuck in difficult lives?
 

RESCUE SALVATION: How does being saved make a  
 difference  in my life today?
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RESCUE

APPLY IT:
How well are you living out your salvation here and now? Are you waiting for salvation to kick in when 
you get to heaven, or are you eagerly running “rescue missions” for others who don’t know Jesus? This 
week, how can you live out your salvation?
 
Be specific:
What are you going to do?
When are you going to do it?
Is there someone who can keep you accountable?
 

LEADER’S NOTE: Whenever students make applications, challenge them to be specific. It’s one 
thing to say, “I’m going to trust God more.” The truth is, our students won’t really know if they 
did this, or if they grew in trust over the week. It’s another thing to say, “Every morning this week 
before I eat breakfast, I’m going to tell God that today is His and that I trust Him, and I’m going to 
ask him to give me the strength to replace worries with trust.” Challenge your students to answer 
the questions under the “Be Specific” section. You can even have them pair up, share their appli-
cations, and ask for accountability from their partner.
 

THINK ABOUT IT:
•  “The church exists only insofar as it carries Christ to the world.…Without this mission, there would be no 

church. The idea of church without mission is an absurdity.” – Vincent Donovan2

 
•  Matthew 28:18–20: This passage is called The Great Commission, and it’s the mission that Jesus gives to 

all his disciples. Think of it as the instructions from the commanding officer.

***Any reference within this piece to Internet addresses of websites not under the administration of LeaderTreks is not to be taken as an 
endorsement of these websites by LeaderTreks; neither does LeaderTreks vouch for their content.

1Wikipedia. “Sanley Williams.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_Williams (accessed July 24, 2017)
2Donovan, Vincent J. 2003. Christianity rediscovered. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books.
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